Section by Section of the 

Children’s Fruit and Vegetable Act of 2009 

Section 1 – Short Title

States the title of the bill - The ‘‘Children’s Fruit and Vegetable Act of 2009”
Section 2 – Findings and Purpose

This section cites the fact that children eat less than half of the daily amount of fruits and vegetables recommended for good health by the 2005 Dietary Guidelines for Americans.   It details that school breakfast and lunch programs are required by law to serve meals that are consistent with the most recent Dietary Guidelines, yet contain fewer fruits and vegetables than recommended by the Dietary Guidelines. It further details evidence that increased intakes of fruits and vegetables have important health benefits for children and that increasing access through school salad bars, or fruits and vegetable bars, is an evidence-based strategy to increase children’s consumption of fruits and vegetables.  

This section also states the intended purpose of the legislation, which is to improve the children’s eating habits, health and well being by improving the nutritional quality of school meals.  Its goal is to help children meet the recommendations set forth in the most recent version of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans by providing increasing access to more fruits and vegetables in school meals.  
Section 3 – Definitions 

The “Secretary” referenced in the legislation refers to the United States Secretary of Agriculture. 
Section 4 – Increasing Access to Fruits and Vegetables in 
School Cafeterias 

Amends Section 18 of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch to establish salad bars, or fruit and vegetable bars, in school lunch programs.  It directs the Secretary of Agriculture to develop a plan to promote the use of salad bars, or fruit and vegetable bars, in schools participating in the school lunch program.  It also directs the Secretary to: provide training and technical assistance to schools with implementing salad bars, or fruit and vegetable bars, provide infrastructure investments through the appropriate state agency, submit a report to the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Education and Labor, Committee on Appropriations, the U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry and the Committee on Appropriations detailing the how the plan has been executed and the number of schools with new salad bars or fruit and vegetable bars.  Provides $10 million in mandatory funds in fiscal years 2011-2012 for infrastructure investments, and in addition to the mandatory funds, authorizes to be appropriated such sums as are necessary to carry out this section for these fiscal years. 

Section 5 – Identifying and Removing Barriers to the Purchases of Perishable Fruits and Vegetables 

Directs the Secretary to establish and implement a plan to identify and remove barriers to the purchase of perishable fruits and vegetables within the procurement and distribution systems jointly administered by AMS.   
Section 6 – Best Practices to Improve Effectiveness of Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program

Amends Section 19(i)(6)(A) of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act and directs the Secretary to use the $500,000 provided annually for administrative costs for the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program to carrying out national and regional training conferences emphasizing sharing best practices and providing technical assistance.   

Section 7 – Improving the Quality of School Meals
Directs the Secretary to promulgate a final rule to update the nutrition standards and meal requirements for the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs no later than 24 months after receiving the recommendations of the National Academy of Sciences, Institute of Medicine in October 2009. 

Section 8 – Infrastructure Investment in Cafeteria Equipment  

Provides $100,000,000 in mandatory funding for infrastructure investments in cafeteria equipment assistance to school food authorities participating in the National School Lunch Program.  

Section 9 – Farm-To-School   

Amends Section 18 of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act to provide competitive matching grants and technical assistance to schools to improve access to local foods. Provides $10,000,000 each year in mandatory funds for competitive grants.

