February 2010

The Honorable George Miller

Chairman 

House Committee on Education and Labor 

2181 Rayburn House Office Building
U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable John Kline

Ranking Member

House Committee on Education and Labor

2101 Rayburn House Office Building

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Miller and Ranking Member Kline, 
Thank you for your commitment to strengthening child nutrition programs in the 2010 reauthorization of the Child Nutrition Act.

The undersigned organizations are writing to express our strong support for the H.R. 4333 the Children’s Fruit and Vegetable Act of 2009. The upcoming reauthorization of the Child Nutrition Act provides a critical opportunity to increase the availability of fruits and vegetables in school meals to improve children's eating habits and promote good health.  

The Children’s Fruit and Vegetable Act of 2009 will:

· Promote the use of school salad bars or fruit and vegetable bars as an evidence-based strategy that will increase children’s consumption of fruits and vegetables.
· Provide infrastructure investment for purchasing cafeteria equipment specifically to help schools serve more fresh fruits and vegetables.
· Create links between school meals and local and regional food producers
· Provide training and technical assistance, emphasizing best practices, which will improve the effectiveness of the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable program and improve the healthfulness of school lunch and breakfast.

· Expand the variety and amount of fresh fruits and vegetables purchased by USDA and available to schools thru USDA Food and Nutrition Service.

· Improve the quality of school meals by requiring USDA to update nutrition standards based on recommendations of the Institute of Medicine.
We urge Congress to include these provisions in the 2010 Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act.   

Thank you for your leadership.

Sincerely, 

American Society of Bariatric Physicians

Arkansas 5 A Day Coalition
Be Active New York State
California Center for Public Health Advocacy

CardioVision 2020, Mayo Clinic

Center for Science in the Public Interest

Community Food Security Coalition
Community Health Partnership:  Oregon's Public Health Institute
Hunter College - Program in Nutrition
Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine

Public Health Institute 

Prevention Institute

Save the Children
Sustainable Food Center
National Action Against Obesity
National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition

National WIC Association 

National Farm to School Network 
New York Coalition for Healthy School Food
Partnership for Prevention

United Fresh Produce Association
U.S. Apple
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