January 11, 2010
Dear __________,

United Fresh Produce Association urges you to support and co-sponsor H.R. 4333 Children’s Fruit and Vegetable Act of 2009 recently introduced by Congressmen Sam Farr and Adam Putnam. 

We believe the upcoming reauthorization of the Child Nutrition Act provides a critical opportunity to address childhood obesity by increasing the availability of fruits and vegetables in school meals.  

The Children’s Fruit and Vegetable Act of 2009 will:

· Promote the use of school salad bars, or fruit and vegetable bars, as an evidence-based strategy that will increase children’s consumption of fruits and vegetables.  

· Provide infrastructure investment for purchasing cafeteria equipment specifically to help schools serve more fresh fruits and vegetables.
· Create links between school meals and local and regional food producers.
· Expand the variety and amount of fresh fruits and vegetables purchased by USDA and available to schools through USDA FOODS. 

· Provide training and technical assistance that improve the healthfulness of school meals.     

· Improve the quality of school meals by requiring USDA to update nutrition standards based on recommendations of the Institute of Medicine. 
California and our nation are faced with a childhood obesity crisis. More than 30% of California’s youth ages 10-17 years are overweight, according to F as in Fat: How Obesity Policies Are Failing in America 2009, published by Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and Trust for Americas Health.  In the United States, childhood obesity rates have more than tripled since 1980.  

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s State Indicator Report on Fruits and Vegetables, 2009 noted that Americans are consuming far less fruits and vegetables than recommended for good health, with children eating less than half the daily amount of fruits and vegetables recommended by the 2005 Dietary Guidelines for Americans. The report also noted that …“a diet high in fruits and vegetables is important for optimal child growth, maintaining a healthy weight, and prevention of chronic diseases such as diabetes, heart disease and some cancers, all of which currently contribute to health care costs in the U.S.” 
The Institute of Medicine’s (IOM) recent report, School Meals: Building Blocks for Healthy Children recommends doubling the amount of fruits and vegetables served in school meals and providing funds for cafeteria equipment and training to enable schools to serve healthier meals.  H.R. 4333 Children’s Fruit and Vegetable Act of 2009 includes many of the Institute of Medicine’s recommendations. 

Increasing children’s access to fruits and vegetables in school meals will significantly improve the healthfulness of school meals, improve children’s health and benefit California’s fruit and vegetable growers.  Below is a list of produce companies and associations currently supporting H.R. 4333.
United Fresh Produce Association urges you and all members of the California Congressional delegation to co-sponsor H.R. 4333. 

Sincerely,
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Lorelei DiSogra, EdD, R.D.
Vice President, Nutrition and Health
United Fresh Produce Association
1901 Pennsylvania Ave, NW Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20006
Support for H.R. 4333

The Honorable Sam Farr 

1126 Longworth House Office Building
U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Farr,

The undersigned organizations and companies are writing to support your Children’s Fruit and Vegetable Act of 2009 (H.R. 4333). The upcoming reauthorization of the Child Nutrition Act provides a critical opportunity to increase the availability of fruits and vegetables in school meals, to improve children's eating habits and promote good health.
Thank you for your leadership.

Al Harrison Co. (Nogales, AZ)

Ciruli Brothers (Tubac, AZ)
Fresh Produce Association of the Americas (Nogales, AZ)

Kaliroy Produce (Nogales, AZ)

Lydia's Specialty Fruits, Inc. (San Luis, AZ)

Quebec Distributing Company (Nogales, AZ)

Sierra Seed Company (Nogales, AZ)
Taylor Farms Arizona, Inc. (Yuma, AZ)
The Grow Search Group (Scottsdale, AZ)

Wilson Produce, L.L.C. (Nogales, AZ)

American Farms (Salinas, CA)

Apio Inc. (Guadalupe, CA)

Black Dog Farms (Holtville, CA)

Bonipak Produce Co. (Santa Maria, CA)

Booth Ranches, LLC (Orange Cove, CA)

Brusa + Associates (Salinas, CA)

Calavo Growers, Inc. (Santa Paula, CA)

California Giant Berry Farms (Watsonville, CA)

California Grape & Tree Fruit League (Fresno, CA)

California Strawberry Commission (Watsonville, CA)

California Women for Agriculture - Salinas Valley Chapter (Hollister, CA)

C.H. Robinson Worldwide (Visalia, CA)

C.H. Robinson Worldwide (Solvang, CA)

Christopher Ranch LLC (Gilroy, CA)

Christopher Ranch LLC (Los Angeles, CA)

Church Brothers Produce (Salinas, CA)

Coast Produce Company (Los Angeles, CA)
Coastline Produce (Salinas, CA)
D'Arrigo Bros. Co., of California (Salinas, CA)
Dole Food Company (Westlake Village, CA)

Earthbound Farm (San Juan Bautista, CA)

Empresas Del Bosque, Inc. (Los Banos, CA)

Frieda's, Inc. (Los Alamitos, CA)

Fruit Patch (Dinuba, CA)

Gold Coast Packing, Inc. (Santa Maria, CA)
Growers Express, LLC (Salinas)
Growers Marketing, LLC (Salinas, CA)

Grower-Shipper Association of Central California (Salinas, CA)

HMC Farms (Kingsburg, CA)
Jordano's Food Service (Santa Barbara, CA)

Lombardo & Gilles, LLP (Salinas, CA)

Lazo TPC Global, Inc. (Moraga, CA)

M & M West Coast Produce Inc. (Salinas, CA)

Mann Packing Company, Inc. (Salinas, CA)

Monterey County Health Department (Salinas, CA)

North American Blueberry Council (Folsom, CA)

Ocean Mist Farms (Castroville, CA)
Pandol Associates Marketing (Delano, CA)

Pandol Bros., Inc. (Delano, CA)

Paramount Citrus (Delano, CA)

Prime Time International (Coachella, CA)

Produce Careers, Inc. (Arroyo Grande, CA)

Public Health Institute (Oakland, CA)

QLM Consulting (Sausalito, CA)

RC Farms LLC (Gonzales, CA)

RC Packing LLC (Gonzales, CA)

Ready Pac Foods (Irwindale, CA)

Renaissance Food Group (Rancho Cordova, CA)

River Ranch Fresh Foods, LLC (Salinas, CA)

Sambrailo Packaging (Watsonville, CA)
Sunkist Growers (Sherman Oaks, CA)

Sunridge Farms, Inc. dba Coastline (Salinas, CA) 

Sun World International (Bakersfield, CA)

San Miguel Produce (Oxnard, CA)

Tanimura & Antle (Salinas, CA)
Taylor Farms (Salinas, CA)

The Giumarra Companies (Los Angeles, CA)

The Salad Farm, LLC (Salinas, CA)

The Vaux Group (Fresno, CA)

Western Growers (Newport Beach, CA)

Westlake Produce Company (Los Angeles, CA)

National Onion Association (Greeley, CO)

Southern Colorado Farms/Nature Fresh Organics (Center, CO)
Taylor Farms Colorado, Inc. (Colorado Springs, CO)
NatureSeal, Inc. (Westport, CT)

American Mushroom Institute (Washington, DC)

United Fresh Produce Association (Washington, DC)
Ag-Mart Produce, Inc. (Plant City, FL)

B and W Quality Growers, Inc. (Fellsmere, FL)

Christopher Ranch LLC (Niceville, FL)

Del Monte Fresh Produce, Inc. (Coral Gables, FL)

DiMare Company (Ruskin, FL)
Florida Fruit & Vegetable Association (Maitland, FL)

Florida Tomato Exchange (Maitland, FL)

Frontera Produce (Naples, FL)
Greenhouse Produce Company (Vero Beach, FL)
National Watermelon Association, Inc. (Plant City, FL)

Pacific Tomato Growers/Pacific Triple E (Palmetto, FL)

Produce Business (Boca Raton, FL)

Produce Distribution Center (Jacksonville, FL)

Seald Sweet LLC (Vero Beach, FL)
Seald Sweet International (Sebastian, FL)
Sheckler Management (Englewood, FL)
Taylor Farms Florida, Inc. (Orlando, FL)
Georgia Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association (LaGrange, GA)
Naturally Fresh, Inc. (Atlanta, GA)
Capital City Fruit, Inc. (Norwalk, IA)
Hy-Vee Inc. (West Des Moines, IA)

Potandon Produce (Idaho Falls, ID)

Fibre Box Association (Elk Grove Village, IL)

Goodness Greeness (Chicago, IL)

Great Snax LLC (Chicago, IL)

Jack Keller Company (Chicago, IL)

Strube Celery and Vegetable Co. (Chicago, IL)

Tom Lange Company, Inc. (Springfield, IL)
Unisource Worldwide (Lake Forest, IL)

Imagination Farms, LLC (Indianapolis, IN)

Indianapolis Fruit Company (Indianapolis, IN)
Piazza Produce (Indianapolis, IN)

Produce Careers, Inc. (Indianapolis, IN)

Liberty Fruit Co., Inc. (Kansas City, KS)

Castellini Company LLC (Newport, KY)
Jonathan Sprouts, Inc. (Rochester, MA)

Peter Condakes Company, Inc. (Everett, MA)
S. Strock & Co., Inc. (Chelsea, MA)

Dole Fresh Fruit Company (Columbia, MD)

Edward G. Rahll & Sons Inc (Jessup, MD)

Gilbert Foods Inc dba Hearn Kirkwood (Hanover, MD)

Maryland Food Center Authority (Jessup, MD)

Taylor Farms Maryland, Inc. (Annapolis Junction, MD)

Cherry Marketing Institute (Lansing, MI)

Clifford Produce (Detroit, MI)

Mastronardi Produce (Romulus, MI)

C.H. Robinson Worldwide (Eden Prairie, MN)

G.O. FRESH (Minneapolis, MN)

Beach Street Farms (Charlotte, NC)

Food Lion, LLC (Salisbury, NC)

Jackson Farming Company (Autryville, NC)

L&M Companies, Inc. (Raleigh, NC)

Christopher Ranch LLC (Edison, NJ)

Seald Sweet (Swedesboro, NJ)
Village Farms LP (Eatontown, NJ)

Village Farms (Spotswood, NJ)

Bushwick Commission (Farmingdale, NY)

D'Arrigo Bros. Co. of New York, Inc. (Bronx, NY)

New York Apple Association, Inc. (Fishers, NY)

Progressive Grocer Magazine (New York, NY)

Wegmans Food Markets (Rochester, NY)

DNO Inc. (Columbus, OH)

Freshway Foods (Sidney, OH)

The Kroger Company (Cincinnati, OH)

Produce Packaging, Inc. (Cleveland, OH)

Oregon Sweet Cherry Commission (Hood, OR)
River Point Farms (Hermiston, OR)

Basciani Foods, Inc. (Avondale, PA)

Consumers Produce Co. Inc., of Pittsburgh (Pittsburgh, PA)

Four Seasons Produce, Inc (Ephrata, PA)

John Vena, Inc. (Philadelphia, PA)

M. Levin & Co., Inc. (Philadelphia, PA)

National Peach Council (Dillsburg, PA)

Procacci Brothers Sales Corporation (Philadelphia, PA)

Village Farms (Avondale, PA)

Race-West Company, Inc. (Clarks Summit, PA)

McEntire Produce (Columbia, SC)

Walter P. Rawl & Sons, inc (Pelion, SC)

Taylor Farms Tennessee, Inc. (Nashville, TN)
CountryFresh Inc. (Houston, TX)
Desert Glory Ltd (San Antonio, TX)

DMA Solutions, Inc. (Irving, TX)

Pro*Act (Dallas, TX)

Rio Queen Citrus, Inc. (Mission, TX)

Taylor Farms Texas, Inc. (Dallas, TX)
Texas Citrus Mutual (Mission, TX)

Texas Produce Association (Mission, TX)

Texas Vegetable Association (Mission, TX)

Muir Copper Canyon Farms (Salt Lake City, UT)

The Vegetable Express (Salt Lake City, UT)

KVAT Food Stores, Inc. (Abingdon, VA) 

North American Perishable Agricultural Receivers (Arlington, VA)

Produce Source Partners (Newport News, VA)

A.J. Wholesale Produce Inc. (Sheboygan, WI)

AMF Farms Inc. (Mount Vernon, WA)

Chelan Heights Orchard (Wenatchee, WA)
Domex Superfresh Growers (Yakima, WA)

Moss Adams LLP (Yakima, WA)
Northwest Horticultural Council (Yakima, WA)

Pink Lady America LLC (Yakima, WA)

Stemilt Growers, Inc. (Wenatchee, WA)

Village Farms (Tacoma, WA)
